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BUFFALO STAMP CLUB EMBLEM 
 

The Buffalo Stamp Club emblem has its origins in 
the late 1930’s prior to the 55th Annual 
Convention of the American Philatelic Society 
which was held at the Statler Hotel in Buffalo 
from August 12-16, 1940. The Convention was 
made possible by Club President Rollin E. Flower 
who was also President of the APS from 1939 to 
1943. 

 
 

 
Labels depicting notable landmarks were printed to showcase 
Buffalo for the Convention of the APS held August 12-16, 1940 

 

Flower designed an emblem for the Convention 
which would appear on a souvenir sheet, cachet 
envelopes and labels. The subject he chose was the 
old post office of Buffalo as it appeared in 1840. It 
would also serve to commemorate the centennial 
of the building giving prominence to one of 
Buffalo’s historic structures. 
 

The design is simple with the old post office 
building occupying the central oval with a scroll 
containing BUFFALO POST OFFICE 1940. 
Surrounding the image is AMERICAN PHILATELIC 
SOCIETY across the top and BUFFALO-1940 across 
the bottom with the lettering separated by two 
palm branches. The sheets sold for 10 cents while 
the envelopes sold for 5 cents each. The envelopes 
were certainly used, though most were philatelic 
creations. 

 

 
After the convention, the Club adapted the 
emblem for use as its official emblem. BUFFALO 
STAMP CLUB and A.P.S CHAPTER 37 replaced the 
original lettering.                      

           
The original Club emblem as it appeared in 1940. 
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HAPPY NEW YEAR 

 

Happy New Year to all! Hopefully everyone had 
an enjoyable Holiday and Santa left plenty of 
philatelic (and non-philatelic) goodies under 
the Christmas tree.  So 2017 has passed and we 
are into 2018 with a busy few months ahead of 
us. 
 

BUFPEX will take place March 3rd and 4th at the 
Leonard Post. Enclosed is a card with the 
important information. As usual the call goes 
out for exhibits. Last year saw a couple new 
exhibits. Hopefully, we will see a few new 
exhibits this year.  The Club has over 100 
members.  It is no secret that we each have a 
collecting specialty. Displaying that specialty in 
an exhibit will not only show collectors, and the 
non-collecting public, your material, but also 
teach us something we did not know before.  
See more regarding this on page 2. 
 

CLUB NEWS 
 

The Club welcomes the following new 
members: 

 GREGORY R. McCOZZI –  collects Worldwide 

 PETER J. CASTRONOVO –  collects U.S., 
United Nations and Vatican City 

 TORBY W. BARKER –  collects general issues 

 

 

JANUARY CALENDAR 
 
January 5th:   Auction 
 
January 19th:  Presentation led by  
    Bob Meegan: 
 Multi-Topic Discussion – See 2nd last page 

 
February 2nd:  Auction 

 
Leonard Post, 2450 Walden Avenue, Cheektowaga 
 

Auctions begin immediately following any business 
and announcements which starts at 7:15 PM.  Get 
here early enough to view auction items. 
Seller deadline for submitting Lots is 6:45 PM 
 
Presentations begin at 7 PM in the Happy Room. 

 
OFFICERS 

 

President:   Bob Meegan  (meegan9697@roadrunner.com) 
Vice President:   Alan Davis (ddavis504@roadrunner.com) 

Secretary:   Al Carroccia  (fuzzy9600@verizon.net) 

Treasurer:   Tim Carey  (careystea@gmail.com) 

Membership Chairman:  Casey Kielbasa 
Auction Committee Chairman:  John Leszak 
   (coverconnection@gmail.com) 

Advertising & Publicity Coordinator:  George Gates 
   (gghg53@aol.com) 

Bourse Chairman:  Bill Witschard  (billwits@aol.com) 
Other Directors: Larry Cherns (katchke@hotmail.com), 

Bennie Passantino, Dan Sherwood, 
Candace Vogel (f.cat777@yahoo.com) 
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COMPUTER TRAINING 
 

The Club recently purchased a new lap top 
computer. It is an important and worthwhile 
acquisition for the Club. It can be used to produce 
Power Point programs for presentations but will 
primarily be used for Club auctions. Tim Carey, 
who purchased the lap top, created a program in 
Excel which tracks each lot in the auction and 
automatically computes figures. One person can 
easily handle the tracking of lots instead of two 
people. 
 

Tim is looking for volunteers to train on the lap 
top for future auctions. Computer skills and a 
familiarity with the Excel program would be 
helpful, but not necessary.  
 

Any member interested please see Tim. This is an 
excellent opportunity to help the Club. Thank 
you. 
 

ATA NEWS 
 

Space Weather- A Philatelic Journey, a new 
philatelic handbook has been published in DVD 
format by the American Topical Assoc.  Written by 
Meteorologists Garry Toth and Don Hillger, it contains 
descriptive text, stamp and cover images, and an 
extensive and up-to-date checklist.  More than 200 
pages of detailed information are in .pdf format.  The 
checklist appendices in Excel format are also 
included.  The handbook will be of interest to 
collectors of numerous space and weather-related 
topics. 
 

The DVD is $35, or $30 for ATA members, plus $1.50 
postage in the U.S. and Canada.  Order from ATA. PO 
Box 8, Carterville, IL 62918-0008  Preorders will be 
taken for a printed book version until Mar. 31, 2018  
 

 
 

 

WHY EXHIBIT? 
 

So here is the next installment - another 
summarized excerpt from the ATA publication, 
Topical Time – Exhibiting 101 - Why Exhibit?   
(by Rob Henak): 
 

   “We collect stamps for a reason;   we enjoy them.  

    We enjoy learning from them, and we enjoy 
learning about them. It is only natural that we would 
want to share our enjoyment with others.  Rather 
than subject our long-suffering loved ones to yet 
another tour through that cherished shoebox full of 
Upper Slobovia covers, why not share them with 
others who have shown enough interest to attend a 
stamp show? 

     Exhibiting also helps to share an exhibitor’s 
knowledge, gained over the years – if not decades – 
of research and focus on his or her area of philatelic 
interest.  If you have put together a nice collection of 
Anytown, Wis., postal history or thematic collection 
of timepieces, exhibiting that collection can give a 
head start to others who may have similar interest.  
At the same time, your exhibit may encourage others 
to pursue similar philatelic interests. 

     Of course, philatelic exhibiting is not a purely 
philanthropic exercise.  Developing a reputation in 
the philatelic circles as the exhibitor of Upper 
Slobovia often means that – when new material 
comes on the market – dealers and other collectors 
know to contact you. 

     And, finally, exhibiting allows (forces?) the 
exhibitor to structure and organize his or her 
collection.  We all have disorganized stockbooks of 
stamps or shoeboxes of stamps and/or covers sitting 
in closets or on shelves, awaiting our attention.  How 
many times have we told ourselves that we will 
someday get around to dealing with the clutter, never 
to do so?  Exhibiting forces you to do that 
organization.  It requires you to figure out what you 
have, where you have it and what you still need to 
tell a complete story. 

     So, there are many reasons to exhibit.  Some may 
not apply to you, or may not make the work of 
creating an exhibit worthwhile to you, but you should 
at least consider it.  Many other collectors have 
enhanced their enjoyment of the hobby, while 
helping enhance the enjoyment of still others, by 
adding exhibiting to their collecting pursuits.” 

 



 

 

JANUARY PRESENTATION 
 

As we head into the New Year, Bob Meegan will 
lead the January presentation with a multi-topic 
discussion.   As we are all aware, Bob has been 
perfecting the art of stamp collecting for quite 
some time.  He plans on sharing some of that 
knowledge with a brief how-to on “Creating 
your own Album Pages”.  
 

In addition, Bob has had deep involvement in 
philately by assisting on the APS expertise 
committee, and he is also an accredited APS 
judge.   So, he has plenty of stories and will 
share some “Humorous Things that have 
Happened in Judging and through other 
Philatelic Activities.”  
 

And lastly, Bob has exhibited at both the local 
and national level. His exhibits have won gold 
medals and are rated at the elite level of 
exhibits. He has served on juries at national 
shows including BALPEX, Garfield-Perry March 
Party and NOJEX.  So he has experiences as 
both a judge and an exhibitor.  The Buffalo 
Stamp Club benefits from having Bob as a 
resident expert because he is always available 
to answer questions.  So ask him some 
questions, examine his exhibits and allow him 
to offer assistance to the rest of us. Bob has the 
expertise to help us develop exciting, interesting 
and noteworthy exhibits – Try it and you may 
even get your name on a trophy! 

 
WHO IS THIS GUY? 

 

  
 

 

PRECANCEL STAMPS 
 

An interesting and inexpensive area of stamp 
collecting is precancel stamps. These stamps 
have been canceled, under proper authority, 
prior to being mailed.  Precancel stamps 
originated as business mail flourished during 
the early 20th Century.  Precancel stamps 
enabled companies, and the post office, to 
move a larger volume of mail quickly through 
the mail stream. 
 

The two types of precancel stamps are the local 
type and the bureau type. The local types were 
canceled by local post offices and did not have 
a standard pattern.  The only regulation was 
the name of the City.  There are thousands of 
local precancel stamps. 
 

 
Buffalo, New York local precancel stamps 

 

Bureau precancels were printed by the Bureau 
of Engraving and Printing in Washington, D.C. 
for large cities. There are also thousands of 
Bureau precancels such as the one below. 
 

                   
 

How many different cities can you collect?  
And, in how many different variations? 


