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APRIL NOTES

BUFPEX is history! The show was a
huge success. The dealers were kept
busy and there was a steady flow of
visitors both Saturday and Sunday. The
exhibits were outstanding attracting
many people to take a closer look.
Thanks to all Club members who help
make BUFPEX a huge success year after
year. The work involved setting up and
tearing down frames, youth table,
silent auction, Club table and cleanup.

With BUFPEX over, the Club enters the
final two months of the Club calendar.
The next order of business is the annual
Board of Directors election. The
election is important for the Club as it is
the Board of Directors that govern the
Club. The Board sets the direction and
tone of the Club. While it looks like the
four incumbents will run again, the
Club encourages other members to
step forward. Thank you.

UPCOMING CALENDAR

Thursday, April 9":  Meeting/Auction

Thursday, April 23'¥: 100" Anniversary

Celebration Dinner!!

Thursday, May 14"": Meeting/Auction
Board of Directors Election

At The Knights Halls, 2735 Union Road just
north of William St. in Cheektowaga

Auctions begin immediately following any business
and announcements beginning at 7:00 PM.

Arrive early to submit and view lots; seller deadline to
submit lots is 6:30 PM

OFFICERS & COMMITTEES

President: Alan Davis (ddavis504@roadrunner.com)
Vice President: Dan McNess (dmcness@mac.com)
Secretary: Al Carroccia (fuzzy9600@verizon.net)
Treasurer: Tim Carey (careystea@gmail.com)
Membership Chairman: Bob Meegan

(meegan9697 @roadrunner.com)
Auction Chairman: Dan Sherwood
Auction Registrar: Peter Stuhlmiller (pjstuhl@gmail.com)
Auction Assistant: Bennie Passantino
Auction Acctg: Paul Moore (paulkmoore29@gmail.com)
Advertising & Publicity Coordinator: Rick Franclemont
(rfranclemont@gmail.com)
Bourse Chairmen: Dan McNess (dmcness@mac.com)
Historical & Library: Al Carroccia & Casey Kielbasa
Web Page Editor: Deborah Grande (beemore23@yahoo.com)
Other Directors: Mike Donohue (donohuem54@hotmail.com)
Barb Kern (barb3706@aol.com)
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SYBIL PETERSON

Casey Kielbasa has informed the Club of the
passing of Club member Sybil Peterson on
December 18, 2025, she was 97 years old.
Sybil was a public school teacher for 37 years
in the Buffalo School District and taught adult
literacy in the evenings. She lived in a
condominium in the historic building at 800
West Ferry in Buffalo writing frequently about
its legacy. Sybil Odette (Lythcott) Peterson
leaves behind a son, grandchildren and great
grandchildren.

Sybil was a Club pioneer; she was one of the
first women to join the Club along with Mary
Meegan, Ann Triggle and Clara Remy. Her
exhibit of Black History won many awards and
was a fixture at BUFPEX Club table back when
it was held at the Ramada Rennaisance.

The Club sends its condolences to Sybil’s
family.

100th ANNIVERSARY PARTY!!!!

The Club’s 100th Anniversary party is on April
23rd at the Grapevine Restarant, 6 PM
sharp!!! As of this writing, we’ll have around
60 attendees. It should be a nice gathering
and celebration. See you there!!!

NAMETAGS

If anyone is interested in obtaining a Buffalo
Stamp Club nametag, please let Alan Davis
know either by email or at the April Club
meeting. The cost of nametags is a mere
$5.00 — the Club subsidizes the difference.

A Nametag promotes the club and
encourages name recognition among
members. Let’s get to know everyone — by
name.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS ELECTION

The Board of Directors election will be held
before the auction at the May 14" meeting.
The current ballot is as follows:

Mike Donohue
Deborah Grande

Bob Meegan
Bennie Passantino

The Board is comprised of 12 Club members. 4
Club members are elected each year to serve a
3-year term. It is the Board that governs the
Club. The Board meets once a year to set the
Club calendar, receive Officer and Committee
reports, discuss events such as BUFPEX and
Autumn Stamp Festival, chat about Club
improvements, and other Club business. The
work is not difficult, and it is rewarding as the
Board guides the Club and sets its future
direction. Only Board members can be a Club
Officer. Any Club member interested please
see Alan Davis or any Board member. Thank
you.

UPCOMING SHOWS

April 18t Best Western Spring Stamp Show.
10am-4pm, 2 North Service Road (QEW at Lake
Street), St. Catherines, ON

April 19*": Hilton Tamp & Coin Show, 10am to
4pm, Brockport Elks Lodge, 4400 Sweden
Walker Rd., Hilton, NY (NW of Rochester)

April 25'": Erie Stamp Club presents Spring into
Philately Stamp & Postcard Show, 10am-4pm,
5440 Washington Avenue, Erie, PA 16509.

May 8-9: Springpex 2026, Fri. & Sat. at Bishop
Ryan HS, 1824 Rymal Road East, Hamilton, Ont
website www.HamiltonStampClub.com

June 14%: Syracuse Stamp Show, 10am to
4:30pm, Holiday Inn Syracuse, 400 7" North St.



http://www.hamiltonstampclub.com/

PAN AMERICAN EXPOSITION
By: Deborah Grande

This year is the 125th anniversary of the Pan
American Exposition (May 1 to November 2,
1901). Millions of patrons gathered right here in
Buffalo, New York on 350 acres at the western
side of Delaware Park (designed by Frederik Law
Olmsted) visiting stunning architectural
buildings, most of which were later demolished.
Each building’s architecture was built to
promote the many technological achievements
in the United States at that time. There was a
U.S. Government Building, the architect being
James Knox Taylor (supervising architect of the
Treasury Department), who was also the
architect for the Buffalo Post Office. Was there
a Post Office inside the Government Building?
Yes, there was, as were other government
departments.

The Post Office Department did issue the Pan
American Exposition issue in 1901 to publicize the
Exposition, printed by the Bureau of Printing and
Engraving. These six postage stamps included the
first bi-color commemorative stamps of the 20th
century! The denominations were 1-cent, 2-cent,
4-cent, 8-cent, and 10-cent. The Exposition itself
had electric lighting, promoting the use of
electricity as yet another technological
achievement — travelling 25 miles to Buffalo from
Niagara Falls! What a time it had to be! Of course,
as wonderful, and successful as the Exposition
was, unfortunately, President McKinley was shot
September 6, 1901, and died eight days later,
putting a sad mark on the Exposition and Buffalo.

SPECIMEN STAMP HISTORY

By Joe Brzezowski

As you spend a relaxing afternoon, perusing
those wonderful dealer binders and red boxes,
you may occasionally come across a stamp
over printed with the word “Specimen”. Ever
wonder what they are, or why they are
issued?
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A specimen stamp is a postage stamp or postal
stationery example sent to postmasters and
postal administrations, so they can identify
valid stamps and avoid forgeries. The
examples are either overprinted in ink or
perforated with the word Specimen.
Specimen is used for English speaking
countries, but the words Muestra (Spanish),
Monster (Dutch), Muster (German) and

Obrasetz (Russian) have been used.

They have an interesting past, starting with
the first Penny Black in 1840. Specimen
stamps have been used since the Penny Black,
Two Penny Blue, and even the Mulready
Letter sheet. Examples of each were sent to all
British postmasters, all unmarked, as an
example of use. But in 1847 with the first
British one shilling stamp, an example, was
sent to postmasters with the word Specimen
overprinted to prevent their postal use.

(continued on back page)




SPECIMEN STAMP HISTORY

By Joe Brzezowski (Continued from previous page)

At the end of the nineteenth century as stamp usage became truly international, there
was a need for uniform rules and procedures. After a series of postal conferences in
1874 the Universal Postal Union (UPU) was formed. The UPU headquarters is in Berne,
Switzerland and has a presence in the
United Nations.

How and how many of these Specimen
stamps filtered back into the philatelic
world is still a mystery. Specimen
stamps have no postal validity, so
postal administrations are free to
distribute them as they wish. These
specimens are sent to stamp dealers,
philatelic magazines, government
embassies and given as promotional items for philatelists.

H&G E4 Zanzibar 1897 SPN As many specimen stamps are worth

more than the originals they must be
scrutinized for forgeries. Also, many
genuine specimens have had their
overprints removed to make them
“doctored” examples of the much
more expensive base stamps.

As we in the hobby always point out,
there are endless ways, areas,
countries, topicals, and eras to collect.
Maybe add a Specimen or two for
added interest in your collection.



