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MAY NOTES 
 

The Club 2024-2025 calendar is nearing 
the end. The final official order of 
business is the annual election of Board of 
Directors which will take place before the 
auction on May 8th.  The ballot is currently 
set with four candidates whose terms run 
to 2028. Once again, the four candidates 
are unopposed, and unless there is a 
nomination at the meeting, the vote will 
be by a show of hands. Please support our 
newly installed Directors and consider 
becoming a Director to help guide the 
Club into the future. 
 

This is the final newsletter. There is no 
meeting/auction in June, and the Club will 
not meet until September. We are 
planning a bus trip to the APS 
Headquarters in May – See page 2 for 
details. The final event of the calendar will 
be the annual Club picnic at Meegan 
Manor, the home of Bob Meegan. Stay 
tuned for details. 
 

The Club wishes all its members an 
enjoyable Summer! Keep your albums 
open and enjoy stamp collecting! 

 
 

 
UPCOMING CALENDAR 

 
Thursday, May 8th:     Meeting/Auction 
 
Annual Club Picnic:    Date to be determined 
 

At The Knights Halls, 2735 Union Road just 
          north of William St. in Cheektowaga 
 
 

Auctions begin immediately following any business 
and announcements beginning at 7:00 PM. 
 

Arrive early to submit and view lots; seller deadline to 
submit lots is 6:30 PM 
 
 

OFFICERS & COMMITTEES 
 

President:   Alan Davis (ddavis504@roadrunner.com) 

Vice President:   Dan McNess (dmcness@mac.com) 

Secretary:   Al Carroccia  (fuzzy9600@verizon.net) 

Treasurer:   Tim Carey  (careystea@gmail.com) 

Membership Chairman:  Bob Meegan  
(meegan9697@roadrunner.com) 

Auction Chairman:  Dan Sherwood     
Auction Registrar:   Barb Kern (barb3706@aol.com) 

Auction Assistant:   Bennie Passantino 

Auction Acctg:   Paul Moore (paulkmoore29@gmail.com) 

Advertising & Publicity Coordinator:  Rick Franclemont 
   (rfranclemont@gmail.com) 
Bourse Chairmen:  Dan McNess (dmcness@mac.com)  

Historical & Library:   Al Carroccia & Casey Kielbasa 
Web Page Editor:  Deborah Grande (beemore23@yahoo.com) 

Other Directors: Mike Donohue (donohuem54@hotmail.com)  

  Peter Stuhlmiller (pjstuhl@gmail.com) 
 
 
 
 

BUFFALO STAMP CLUB 
 www.buffalostampclub.org 

 
May 2025 
 
Alfred Carroccia 
Fuzzy9600@verizon.net 
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APS BUS TRIP 
 

The Club’s bus trip to the American 
Philatelic Society Center in Bellefonte, 
Pennsylvania on Friday, May 23 is officially 
on! Departure will be at 6 AM sharp in the 
morning from the Knights Hall parking lot in 
the back left - Coffee & donuts provided. 
Lunch at APS will be provided, and 
departure will be at 4:30 PM, arriving back 
at 8:35 PM. It will be a fun and interesting 
trip. Anyone interested in doing any 
volunteer work while there, let Tim know 
for arrangements. 
 

If you are interested, reserve your seat now 
by contacting Tim Carey as there are only a 
few seats left. 

 
POSTAL HISTORY?? 

 

 
 

One of the highlights of a stamp collector 
who works in an office is the access to 
incoming mail. When mail comes in without 
cancels, I politely ask the mail carrier if she 
has a canceler to cancel the stamps, 
especially the high values. The next day we 
received the above flats! At least there is 
no chance for reuse of the stamps! 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS ELECTION 
 

The Board of Directors election will be 
held before the auction on May 8. The 
ballot and candidates are set. Since no 
other candidates have come forward, 
the vote will be by a show of hands. The 
candidates are: 
 

Al Carroccia  Barb Kern 
Dan McNess  Paul Moore 
 

APRIL PRESENTATION 
 

 
 

Larry Cherns presentation on 
correspondence and postal history on 
April 24 was enlightening and 
interesting. Ten members listened as 
Larry read from correspondence dating 
from the 1930’s to 1950’s. Larry’s 
passion was evident. Everyone listened 
as he read and commented on life as it 
was unfolding. While we can only 
imagine life during this period, Larry’s 
presentation was able to bring those 
words out and put them into 
perspective. Thanks Larry. 



 

 
  

 

SEDE VACANTE   (Continued) 

 

 
The above stamps are the first sede vacante 
issues of 1939 which were valid for 14 days. 

 

 
The above stamps were issued after the death 

Pope Paul VI and were valid for four days. 
 

The search for postal history during the 
sede vacante is very elusive. Postally 
used covers are extremely rare. 
Philatelic covers are available. A more 
interesting area is collecting covers 
franked with other stamp issues that 
were valid and in use during the period. 
Out of period covers are also available 
and are interesting to collect. 
 

NORMA ORTON 
 

We recently learned that Norma Orton, 
Walter’s wife, passed away. She was 98 years 
old. The family will be having a Celebration of 
Life at St. Martin-in-the-Fields Episcopal 
Church in Grand Island on Saturday, June 14th. 
Check with Bob Meegan for further details. 

 

CONSERVATION STAMPS 
 

Conservation stamps are a form of 
revenue stamps issued to raise funds 
and awareness for conservation of 
wildlife and promoting recreation. Joe 
Brzezowski secured permission from 
New York State Conservationist 
Magazine to reprint an article from the 
October/November 2024 issue on stamp 
collecting and conservation. The reprint 
appears in the insert. Thanks Joe. 

 
SEDE VACANTE 

 

Pope Francis passed away on April 21. 
The interregnum, or period between the 
passing of one pope and the elction of 
his successor is known by the Latin term 
sede vacante or vacant chair. Since the 
establishment of the Vatican City State, 
there have been eight such periods, 
including the current.  
 

During the sede vacante, stamps are 
issued to mourn the deceased pope. 
These are special issues, not 
commemorative or definitives, that are 
valid only during the vacancy. Typically, 
the average length of the period is three 
weeks. However, the period of validity 
of each stamp issue has been much 
shorter. The shortest period for Scott 
Nos. 635-637 issue which for Pope Paul 
VI was only four days! The longest was 
for the first issue for Pope Pius XI, Scott 
Nos. 61-67, which was valid 14 days! 
 

                                



 

Budget Minded Collecting 
by Joe Brzezowski 

 
I am sure that many of my fellow collectors have found themselves in the same situation; retired, an avid 
stamp collector but now you need to stick to a bit stricter budget. Collecting the United States, Canada or 
Great Britian are all wonderful pursuits but there comes a time when you realize you will never own a $5 MNH 
Columbian Exposition issue ($9,500 catalog) without breaking the bank. I am fully aware that some of the 
open spaces in my British Commonwealth Collection will never, ever be filled. It is nearly impossible to find 
some examples of Queen Victoria or King George in any condition, regardless of cost.  And if you are like me 
and want to continue to collect, be an active club member, and have fun at stamp shows, you need to change 
gears a little. I have done this by changing my collections and tweaking my expectations.  I still carry my little 
book of want lists and search dealers’ stock for a good deal or a small addition to my base collection. I am just 
very careful in considering cost and quality.   
 
I've started new collections and can spend hours searching those little red boxes for stamps to fill my pages at 
reasonable prices.  I started by picking a country and a timeline. I have done it with several countries, but I will 
use one simple example, United Nations New York Office 1951-1981 (Scott #1 – 367 and C1 – 23).  This is an 

interesting and educational area to collect as the UN 
stamps cover every topic from health, education, 
environmental issues, social issues, wildlife, etc.  All the 
stamps in this time frame are inexpensive and was able 
to collect them all as Mint Never Hinged. The most 
expensive issue is the UN38 souvenir sheet at $50 MNH 
or $22.50 used, and that’s at full Scott catalog value.  

 
For this time frame, you would need to search for 
390 stamps, mostly sets, costing 75 cents to 1 
dollar. This is for MNH and the total at 100% 
catalog value would be under $190.00. Used would 
be approximately 70-80% of that. Dealer pricing is 
usually less than catalog and sometimes an even 
better deal if you buy a few items.  
 
There are many album pages to choose from that 
can be bought through a dealer like Mystic, 
Subway, Palo or Potomac. I look for used pages on 
eBay. In addition, there are many countries that 
you can collect on a budget. These are usually not 
very popular with some general stamp collectors, 
but this is not collecting for investment, this is for 
fun.   
 
Other suggestions would be the United Kingdom Channel Islands, Suriname, Ethiopia, India, Czech Republic 
and Spanish Andorra. Just pick a timeframe you are interested in and get started.  
 
In the end you not only have a great little addition to your base collection, but you are enjoying yourself, 
spending time with your friends, club members and dealers, enjoying our most rewarding and relaxing hobby.  
  

UN SC 38 

UN SC 1 


