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FEBRUARY NOTES

The Club ends January and begins
February in a deep freeze and
inclement weather. The Club,
unfortunately, was forced to cancel the
January 15 auction. The decision was
not easy and was made after careful
discussion about conditions and
concluding it was not safe for travel.
The Club is aware that weather can be
very localized and will make its decision
after checking weather forecasts and
conditions. The weather wasn’t too bad
at the Knights Hall but was terrible to
the north and south. Attendance would
have been low, so it was better to be
safe than sorry.

BUFPEX is approaching. Now is the time
to prepare exhibits. The Club is
accepting multi-page exhibits under
one frame (16 pages). Bob Meegan and
Alan Davis will be happy to answer any
questions. Let them know if you are
planning to exhibit so they can plan on
the number of frames needed.

UPCOMING CALENDAR

Thursday, February 12'": Meeting/Auction

Thursday February 26™:  Presentation

Sat. & Sun. March 7" & March 8": BUFPEX

At The Knights Halls, 2735 Union Road just
north of William St. in Cheektowaga

Auctions begin immediately following any business
and announcements beginning at 7:00 PM.

Arrive early to submit and view lots; seller deadline to
submit lots is 6:30 PM
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BSC 100" ANNIVERSARY DINNER

The Club will celebrate its Centennial with a
dinner banquet to be held at the Grapevine
Banquet Center, 333 Dick Road,

Depew, NY 14043, on Thursday, April 23,
2026, at 5:30 pm. Further details will be
forthcoming.

Club members and a guest are invited! You
are requested to RSVP to Al Carroccia at
fuzzy9600@verizon.net as soon as possible.
There will also be a sign up sheet at the
auction on February 12,

The Club is very excited about this event and
please RSVP soon so we can give the venue
an accurate count.

CASEY KIELBASA

Casey reports he is doing fine after a
medical procedure. Casey and Kim were
seen at the St. Catherines (CATHEX)
bourse and Casey says he will be back
to normal in time for BUFPEX.

BSC WEBSITE

The Club web page is undergoing a
major overhaul and reconstruction
thanks to Debbie Grande. Debbie is
working with a new web provider to
design a new, friendlier web page which
will not only contain up to date Club
information but will also contain an
archive with links to past newsletters,
Club history and even scans of Club
members exhibits. Be patient, it will
take some time. Thanks Debbie for all
your hard work.

HARVEY PEARL

Bob Meegan reports that Harvey Pearl, a
former Club member passed away recently.
Bob States that:

“Harvey and | were close friends and we both
joined the Buffalo Stamp Club at about the
same time. He initially collected material
associated with the Zeppelin flights, but his
interest gradually drifted to coin collecting. He
introduced me to Mary and was an usher in
our wedding party.

| maintained close contact with Harvey and
Sharon ever since they left the Buffalo area
and moved to Arizona after Harvey retired. He
was in poor health for about a year, and then
his health began to decline significantly in the
last two months. Several days ago, Sharon
called me to let me know that Harvey had
passed away on Sunday (January 25, 2026).”

AUCTION PROCEDURE

Auction registrar Pete Stuhlmiller has
circulated tips on streamlining auction
procedures. He asks that club members
call Pete at (716) 983-6344 or email him
at pjstuhl@gmail.com to pre-register lots
prior to our Thursday auctions. Pete will
then assign lot numbers which will allow
auction set up to flow easily and more
time to view all the lots.

Pete asks that when you come to the
auction, be sure your lots have the
correct corresponding lot number,
minimum bid and description of the lot.
Thanks, Pete, for your efforts to improve
the system.
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FEBRUARY PRESENTATION

On February 26'™, Bob Meegan will give an informative presentation on several topics.

The first part of the discussion will be about “Certified Mail.” The Certification of mail is an
interesting subject because this additional postal service, first offered in 1955, serves a very
specific purpose and is typically not studied in detail to the extent that is appropriate.

For example, this letter AFTER FIVE DAYS RETURN TO
postmarked:
May 7, 1963
Mill Valley, California,
Local Delivery

5¢ Postal Rate +
10¢ Return Receipt +
20¢ Certification = 35¢

Notified on & MAY 63

Second Notice handstamp
indicated without date.

Manuscript U nclaimed
and Pointing Hand
RETURNED TO WRITER

(The Returned to Writer pointing finger auxiliary marking was added after the addressee was not able
to sign for the envelope)

The second part of the discussion will be about “multi-services” covers. This topic involves
postal matter sent with more than one additional service activity, such as mail that is
“Registered” (for security) and also to be handled as “Special Delivery” (for speed), and the
procedures involving “Return Receipt” (proof of delivery).

Multiple-Services Mail Blee Loy bea : f.y:ms,?m?mm,

Registered, Special Delivery, via Air Mail /459 5 7 =z

& 0ISTERER
Postmarked May 28, 1941, 0ebiolk el : %%d[%/},;@@j

*igaie Haicls

in Detroit, Michigan, o ¥
to Kansas City, Missouri.
arrived on May 29,
forwarded within Kansas City,
and forwarded to St. Joseph,
Missouri.

Another part of the discussion 3
will include several remarkable |
items, including some recent | W

acquisitions that have been SRRt e 1 ,,J‘UZ"'{“‘WQ NS &WMV/ Porvs

added to Bob’s exhibits, that have significant philatelic importance.

The noteworthy covers will be projected on the screen, and these covers, as well as other
covers, will be available for viewing afterwards. There will be handouts of the postal rates
applicable to the topics of discussion, as well as other postal history information.



COMMON AS DIRT

Most stamps are abundant, “common as dirt”, and not worth much. What is challenging is
finding these stamps used on cover performing the job they were designed to do.

This cover measures 3% x 2 %
inches. It is postmarked with a
Buffalo December 16, 1914 barrel -
type steel hand cancel out of Station
C located on West Ferry near Main
Street. The 2 cent Washington

Franklin sheet stamp (Scott 406) Mrs. H.T.Hoag,

pays the 2 cent war time rate for 156 gg%;ding Ave. ]

local service (drop letter rate). The
“City” in the address line gives it
away. The catalog value for a used
copy of Scott 406 is the minimum
value as millions of these stamps
were printed. However, the value of :
this cover is significant because of its usage, its size, the cancel and its place in a Buffalo postal
history collection.

"

Modern stamp issues are
. 17 ——
always mistaken as “common el T oW

as dirt” - even high value KTtilles Cloa-
stamps. o Olimidoe,Cote .
(fcwy)

The above cover has a lot
going on. It is a 15-cent
postal stationery envelope

(Scott U587) franked with a Riza hetiucon CY

S2 kerosene lamp stamp ' _
from the Americana Series o) T e A 777“””%% Codif - 94553

(Scott 1611). The catalog i SWE@&G\L 3
value of both used is under DEU ERY i

S1. What makes this cover
unique, scarce and desirable
is that the $2 stamp pays the special delivery rate for a first-class letter and priority delivery
under two pounds in effect between 1978 to 1981. The 15-cent envelope pays the first-class
letter rate. This is an extremely scarce use of Scott 1611 on a postally used cover. A search of
Stamp Auction Network and eBay turned up one postally used example on a registered cover
for S75. It might be worthwhile to carefully examine the so-called “common as dirt” covers in
the Club auction!



